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| P "ms is a 1 D 7 Wies and 


1 Thanksgiving, and with very good 
Beaſon. And I am willing to preſerve 


it ſo. But becauſe it becomes us to 


Rejoice with Trembling at all Times, at 


this Time eſpecially, ' I have pitched 


upon a Text that will lead us to both 


; og. It S, Wk 


PSALM cyl. 


Hay Times did he deliver them, 
but they prowoked him with 
their Counſel, and were . 
loro for their Iniquity. 

N HESE Words are ſpoke of the 

Jeuiſb Nation; but by whom they 
are ſpoke, or what particular Part 


of their Hiſtory they aim at, it 
is pretty hard to ſay. Some think 


2 Pſalm was penned under the Babyloniſh 


Captivity, from that Petition towards the 


Coſe of it, Save us, O Lord our God, and ga- 
©... ther us from among the Heathen, to give Thanks 
Uno. * * _ and to Ne in 77 


1 Praiſe. 


* 1 
— W 
* * 


* 
i 
5 « a * by 1 N Ms „ bs © 
* 4 ; a Res : 1 * o Ne 
p., * RO TAE 525 7 { ' Ko 
* * 7 1 ” : a” : wa 4 \** « 1 is $4 < 
*4 i „) ; . * 2 Gy 3 * . 18 
9 * , * 3 . „ ; 
Mal ff. 4 * 4 2 be, n Wo. 1-9 & OS 7 ; ; 6 
© * . 4 . : U. a y We. % 1 S A e 8 77K. 2 1 Ws 
* * mas ao v 4% . 23. " « m4 4+ on ne 4 * 15 8 f * : 
EA 4 2 . 3 J II.. Wo 4 
7 4 0 : 2 . „ — 2 — 4 
* # 1 
0:44 . a . « Yo IN, . 
*: | 4 = : . 407 PA. P, 8 
$ 1 £5. i 78: * ; N Bots 2.00 De Fav = * 1 
0 125 ö 2 s . ; 5 * 
is 4 a . ; 


- . ; X — 
„ i 555 


Praiſe. Others think it was penned under 


the Perſecution of | Antioch, f But however 
that be, the Text may, conſider'd in it ſelf, 


(whatever was the Deſign of the Sacred Pen- 


man in it) paſs for a very comprehenſive Ac- 
count of the whole of their Hiſtory, from 
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the Beginning of it to the End, from their 


firſt Riſe to this very Day. So that in this 
ſhort View, we ſee them in the Height of 


their Adverlity, - Firſt, Inſtances: of Divipe 


Mercy and Favour ; and then Inſtances of Di- 


vine Hrath and Vengeance. It's perfect Chec- 


4 


quer-Work. Here's. their Glory and, their 


Shame. That which was once the Inheritance 


of the Lord, comes at laſt zo be given up to Re- 
proach. Here's a Mixture of Mercy and Fudg- + 


ment in their Caſe. Mercy begins, and Judg- 
ment ends. Which yet is not chargeable up- 


on any Iuconſtancy and . Mutableneſs in the Di- 


vine Councils neither, but upon their own Folly, 


Perverſeneſs and Obſtinacy. They did not im- 
prove the fit, and therefore feel the aft. 


other Nations too, any other Na 
neral, and our own in particular. 
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And what was their Caſe, may be that of 
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I ſhall therefore, in the Firſt Place, go over 


the ſeveral Particulars of this Account of 
the Jeuiſ Nation. And then, 
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un. Male 55 pertinent jor” uſeful Obſer⸗ 2 
vations upon it, with regard to all 1 other +. 
Nations in wy general. And, _ 


7 vi: In. Apply both the one and the other to 
7 8 our own Nation's in rr N 1 OO 
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1. Then for the Stare of the Jewiſh Nasen 
„ as it is here deſcribed. Wherein we ſee as 
much of God, with regard both to his Mercy 
And his Holineſs, his Patience and his Juſtice; 
5 and as much of Mankind too, with regard to 
„ their Corruption, Depravity, Ingratitude and Ob- 
ftinacy, as can be well drawn up within ſo 
narrow a Compaſs. And becauſe the Facts are 
undocubted, there will be no neceſſity of cor- 
. roborating them, it will be ſufficient juſt to 
illuſtrate them a little. 1 wy lie in the fol- 

m"—— Order: * 


. 1. Many Times it he adobe chem! How 
2, 1 iany, who can tell? Ir is endleſs almoſt to 
rreckon them up. It was not only once, or 
twice, or thrice, or a fourth Time, or a fifth, 
but again and again; oftner than they deſerv'd, 
 oftner than they could reaſonably. have ex- 
| "pected. And all this within the Compaſs of 
„ | a few Years too (for ſo they were, compa- 
|  ratively ſpeaking) and there was no very long — 
Interval between them, ſo that they came £28 
. thick and falt as well as often : and in both * 
tte Senſes of the Word deliver, were they deli- 2 
8 Vvered, viz. from Evils and Calamities, and out 4 


. 5 chem; 1 thoſe they fear d, and our thok 0 
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_ "thoſe Pha u. e one and A amis 


the other. And that ſometimes: roo in a 
very extraordinary and miraculous Nan 
Perſons, and by 


on ſome Occaſions their Deliverance cos? them 


Dear, a great deal of Blond and Treaſure, yet s : : 


upon, others they had it Cheap, and Eaſy. 
enough. Ard. though it was ſometimes de- 
ferred for a long while, yet it came at laſt; 
and when it came, it made amends for its 
ſtay. And if it was not Compleat. at firſt, as 
ſometimes it was: not, it was in the Iſſue. 
Of all this you have Inſtances. enow in the 
Books of Ex0d0s, ns JO Api ws a 
_ &c. 0 


But notuitbſisoding all his; 2. 7 pro- 
voled him by their Counſel. This was the baſe 
Return they made for their Deliverances. 
Thus did that fooliſh People requite the Lord. 
They had indeed a preſent Senfe of em, but 
not a laſting one, They ſang his. Praiſe, but 
Joon forgot bis Works, and wajted not for his 
Couaſel. And by theſe Means they provoked 
bim; and that to a very great degree. They 
 defiled themſelves, and they angred him. Thus 
were they defiled with their own Works ; and wert 


a whoring with their own Irventions. Therefore 


"was the Wrath of the Lord kindled again$t bis 
People, inſomuch that he abhorred his ouys Juhe- 


ritance, ver. 39, - They. left the Law of 


Sad as. a Rule of Horſhip, and Life, and 


followed their own Husar and ucli- 
variant, Which leaned towards, the uber. 
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rity above God; they negieſted, or (which is as 
bad) corrupred his NMiorſbip, and rejected bis Pro- 


pPhert, and treated them not only with the 
utmoſt Contempt, but with the utmoſt Barba- 


' "rity too; and this notwithſtanding the Warn- 
71gs given them, and the /ows made by them 
to the contrary, and notwithſtanding the Mer- 


| oies they hadreceiv'd, and the Judgments they 


had ſuffered : whereupon God was highly 
provoked (and: who can wonder that he was 


ſ fo) and the Ihtheritance of the Lord became his 


 Averfion and Abborrence. His Love was turn d 
to Hatred. And he that had been their Friend 
became their Enemy. And indeed here was 
enough to - provoke him. Such Afronts and 
Indignities offered to him as thefe, were e- 
nough to tire out his Patience, and wean his 
Hection from em, And it is rather ſtrange 
that it continued ſo long as it did, than that 
it did not continue longer. God is Jealous, 
extreamly Jealous, of his Honour. His Au- 
t hority ſhall be uppermoſt every where, and 
in every Caſe, eſpeeially among his profef- 
fing People, and in the Buſineſs of Religion, 
as there is all the Reaſon in the World that 
it ſhould be. And he will never give it up 
as long as he has Power on his Side to main- 
tain it, or to avenge the Contempt of it, 
and that will be as long as he is God. He 
will never in this Senſe, any more than any 
other, give his Glory to another, to any parti 
cular Perſon, or to any Bodies of Men, Civil 
olf Eccleſiaſtical. He will not do it _— 
1 Fe an 
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La Ls he and ente of e bay will not © let,” 
1 . any one elſe do it. And whoever does it, 
8 = him be who or what he will, does it at 

. | is peril. He can't do it without provoking 
God, and the Conſequence of that is orga; 


95. Thus did God's Provocation ſhew it 
upon the Account of that Higuity of theirs, 
in following their own Counſel. They were 
brought Low, very Low indeed, and that in 
every reſpect Low in their Credit and Repu- 
tation; Low in their Wealth and Subſtance ; Low 


ſome refer the Words; and under the Per- 

1 ſecution of Antiochus, to which others refer 
| | Eq. em. And they were reduced lower yet than 
> all this, and that too for the very ſame 
4 Reaſon, at the Time of the Deſtruction of 
| their City Jeruſalem by the Romans. Then 
| they were reduced to the laſt Extremities; 
brought ſo Lou, that they have loſt the ve- 

ry Name of a Nation ever ſince. The very 
Name of it, I ſay, as well as the Power and 
Grandeur of it; and are diſperſed all over 

the World, ſome in one Nation, and ſome in 
another. And as all the Diſtinction of their 
Nation is gone, ſo all that of their Tribes is 

gone too ; and they are ſo blended together, 

that there's no knowing who. belongs to one 

Tribe, and who to another. They have loſt their 

1 —_— their Independency, their Religion, their 
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ful, as appears from what follows: 


III. 4nd they were « broughs Low far their Ini qu | 


; 

[ | in their Trade and. Commerce; Low in their 
48 5 Interes? and Influence, Thus Low they were | 
I” | | brought at the Babyloniſh Captivity, to which 
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the moſt contemptible one in both, 


and are become the very Refuſe-of the World. - - 


5 There are not ſo much as the Remains of ancient 
1 Srandeur, and Liberty, and Power; ſo that there 
is no knowing what they ever were by what 


they ena. Good God! what a Change 
is here! And what a tragical Story is this! 


Thoſe that formerly made ſo great a Figure, 


both in Sacred and Profane Hi tony, now make 
of any 
People in the World. And that, as it ſhould, 
ſeem, beyond the Poſſibility: of Recovery: be 


'yond any Probability of it at leaſt. And it is 
the greateſt Preſumption in em that can be, 
ſo much as to Hope to riſe 
more to tall ſo (confidently of it as they do, 
And it is certain they can never do it in the 

Way that they reckon upon, whatever they 


gain, and much 


may do other ways, viz. by the Meſſiah ap- 
pearing as a Temporal Saviour among them, 
to break every Toke, and burit aſunder every 
Band. No, they will not receive his Yoke, 
and for that Reaſon they ſhall retain that of 


#2 others. The Meſſiah is come, he certainly. is. 


come: that Meſſiab that all their Prophecies 


5 refer to. Or at leaſt, if he is not, there will 


be no knowing when he does. For it is not 
poſfible for any Perſon to carry more Evi- 


| dence along with him of his being ſo, than 
the Bleſſed Jeſus has done. He has given as 


much Satisfaction upon this Head as the 

| . Cafe will admit, and that's all that any reaſon- 
able Perſon can deſire. For no ſuch. Perſon 
can defire more than is ſufficient ; and no more 


8. om than what the Caſe admits ef, 
3 ; And 


* 4 2 " 1 R * K — 
* A os TH. "ACT, wt 7 * 2 LES NN $ 
* = "So * 
. 179 F 7 * 1 5 * 22 ; Sp 
72 . G a * * 2 . RET +, f 8 5 2 7 
een * 5 . * - - > - Zh | 4 Th 
BEE e PIN Eg tt: K-03 
n N * * 4 5 Ye 
ve.” * "=..." 8 * * EF * 7 * 8 WS 2 1 14 
gz * $4 % « * 3 4 + a * n 7 
"We. 5 ; N 8 ; * * 
* 8 N 4 1 2s * - 8 W » h 4 "9 
\ vx * an 18 7 8 o ** 0 * : p . i” 
. 2 r — 
— 2 2 THE. * a . — . * % * 
1 * 3 * 55 8 4: 8 s 
* . "op a $4 = SOT * % "> LSE Jos 
r OR FS N {= 
$ 1 f >» 1 r „ , 
«x 7 1 4 > * 4 ; * ; . 5 . 
: N . „ 
3 3 gp. Mp re 8 
: ** 2 "I." 5 28 
mn ON" . 22 
A We $4 * : « 4 ? * 
* 4 * 4 0 * 
- FO 
8 ” 


2 
2-5 
. 
* 


. 
* 
„ 
Se 2: * 
3 Hy 93 5 
2 7 x Ez, 
a. * 
1 3 
4 — „ 
= ˙- 5 
. 
A, CATE. 
- 7, = 
5 \ v 
5 PS 2 7 
by 4 BY, 
1 
<4 2 ö 
— For 
„ 
2 N 
F 5 = 
F 2 : 1 * 
* 8 Aa CW *%s 
; 2 
k* 5% 
+ 4 3 


5 * 5 *%. 8 AAA 3 
£ . e 
4 . 225 f A n 
a, 1 1 * 1 
p N 2 * _ : - * Ak! 
„ „ Cots 
\ 7: . 2 1 , . + 
4 AT q * 1 ” „5 1 2 q 
* N * b B24 4% 
8. 25 EE . * 1 
5 „ * » 3 13 7 5 f 
* VE :, ; 25 * . 1 * 4 
* 1 2 x; es 9 2 
#7 2 3 „ n 72 
3 + Ta WE 5 8 
1 ＋ * 5 * of 8 
2 * * J : Þ, 722 ; 
„ . 
» L IR GY 5 * g We 
„„ * — # „ 4 92 . 
» 3 o Go WE 
ws Ys — ? ics of * „ 
5 OM * TY 14 wh 
o * N jo ot * Tp” 
S-- 4 8 
% % . 
N 18 
1 7 * 
** 92 
t Wu 
T 3 
© {Lats 
1 3 
4 Pug 0 


8 134 they have! grofly miorlrproged the 7 
5 Ne relating to the Meſſiah, which ſpeak 6 1 AT " 
him as bringing Salvation indeed; but it is 4 fy 
Spiritual and Eternal Salvation, and not a Jem 5 75 
. poral one. 80 that herein they put a great 5 1 1 
Cheat upon themſelves, and hereupon form 3 


* Hopes that are groundleſs. For which they | 3 
1 are to be pitied. And I pray God they may * ll 
_ fe their Error. That they: may drop the 2 Þ 


+ 208 Hopes of a Temporal Salvation;-and not pd 
_ on to flight the only Means of an Eternal 
pry * one. And ſo much BA the State of the e | 
25 Nation, as it is here denne. WE, 
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Ry 1 procsel in the Second: Plate, to e 
. ſome uſeful and pertinent Obſervations ftom 8 
3 hence, with regard to all other Nations in 
148 the General. Which I ſhall bur juſt men- 
E tion, becauſe there is no manner of Neceſſiñ 
ty for enlarging upon them. T wo ar are. ſuch, 180 
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. National Deliverances, and Nacional Judge AF 
ments, as well as Perſoual ones, come from Ged. 
He is the Author, whoever are the ns oh 
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By 85 7 or whatever the Means are by which they are 
1 brought about. He delivers and he deſtroys. 1 
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WH”: 2. The Fele Steps of Providence, - with regard. 
wh 5 * 20 any People, art Merciful ones, However 
Wo God ends with any, he begins with Mercy and 
1 Kindneſs, and tries what that will do. He 
"LE delivers before he deſtroys, and' that many Times 4 $7, 
= | We) tho? not . ſo ofien f as Aud did that | 7 5 
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2 as they ſhould be. Let em be never ſo | MY 
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4. National 7 are not et 4 im c | Fo 


_ May, and ,never ſo Great, they ſometimes 1 
Leave a People as bad as they find them. 1 


© 8 ee Which indeed is owing not to any Unaptmeſs in =. 


the Means to produce a Reformation, for 0 
they are wiſe and proper enough: but to Per- . „ 
ver ſeneſs in the (al themſelves, who wal „ 
not make a aue Uſe of the Means. 5 


5 5 Pr any People to ſet up their own Counſels 
in 4 oppoſition to God's, is wery provoking to him; 
and the more ſo, the more favoured IE People 
have been by him, and the more he has done for 
em. He will not paſs by the Sins of his 5 
People any more than thoſe of others, but ra- 5 
ther be more angry with them than with * 
others. Becauſe they are moſt aggravated; 
and he meaſures Guilt always by its Aggra 
Vations. 


And hereupon, 6. The Sins of any Nation 
— be its greateſi Enemies; becauſe they provoke 
God to be an Enemy to it. And therefore, by 2 
the way, thoſe muſt be the beſt Rulers, and 4 
the greateſt Patriots, and the beſt Lovers of " oY 
their Country, that ſtudy moſt to promote — 
Piery and Virtue in it, and that encourage all 4 


baudent Methods for a POIs. And ; i 
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TRE " thoſe,” on . other Hand, muſt be the“ 

> nn E: "worſt Magiſtrates, and no Phe or Lo-. 

1 vers of their Country, let them talk what they 

| will, that. ſuffer Vice, and religion, and In- 
; morality, and a Contempt of God's Authority, 7 © | if 
1 either in Religion or Life, to prevail. And 5 14 
to put any Zealons and Sufficient Perſons this 

way under Legal Incapacities of acting, muſt t- 

be, to ſay the leaſt of it, The rf r 95 5 - x 

; rhe World. oe © | 1 _ | 
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- 1. When God is provoꝶ 4 with a Nation; 10 9 
5 | Bed can anſwer for the Conſequence of ir, what <= 

it will be, and "where it will end: Upon fach 
Occaſions, thoſe that were before his — - 
favoured People, may be wtterly forſaken and 
abandoned by him, and become the moſt De- . | 
folate, Forlorn, and N ;ſferable, Jp all Ac "of 
counts, of any upon Earth. N . 
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8. And Laſt | Paf? Delivuraitls 150 great ; | 


; * how many Lever they have been, are no SS.. 


5 curities again$? after Judgments, A Nation 
14 many times delivered may be deftrojed at lat. 
128 Becauſe God faves once, it does not neceflarily 5 . 
1 follow that he will do ſo again; or becauſe 


he ſaves many times, it does not neceſlarily_ © * 
follow that he will do ſo always. Delive- 
rances are not endleſs Things. There s 1 
3 ſuch neceſſary Connection between them, * 
i | either in Reaſtn or in Fat, as that one ſhall ' =}: 
| bring on another. There is room to hope 9 
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Wy proved, but none when they are not. Abu- = 2 bf 
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gs ent FE and the 1 longer” has” 8 has * 
continued, and the more it has been abu- 7 1 
ſed, the heavier is the Judgment when it * . | R—_ 
- Comes. 6 _— 
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og TX Let us now, in the Third and lait ho 2.4 2 3 
turn in upon our ſelves, and apply what has "= 
been ſaid to our own Nation in particular. 
- Concerning which we may obſerve, - „ 


ah . 3% 3 That many times God has deliver'd us. _ 
Hhleſſed be his Name for it. Again and again . = 
Io has God appeared in our Favour, and ſaved 
us out of the Hands of our Enemies. No *. 8 
leſs than Two Deliverances we commemorate this — 
very Day; and thoſe very Confiderable and Ex- | 
— wyaordinar ones too. And that from two of 
e greatef? Evils that could well befal us. I 
mean, Paper, and Arbitrary Power. Both | 
"© theſe Evils met in our Caſe then. And in- Ec 
. deed they always go together. They are jg 
Tuns andinſeparably united. Or however 4 
1 . they would have been ſo among us, if God 1 
nad not prevented it. And how dreadful a _ 
| + Compoſition muſt theſe have made! Either x 
„of them fingly draw a long Train of Mil- 

4 bh 5 chiefs after em, and both together produce 
Brood too Numerous to reckon up, and too 
- © © - Hideous and Formidable to deſcribe! The one 
the worſt Religion, and the other the worſt 
Government in the World! The one would 
. * have enſlaved our Conſciences, and the other our 
3 ll; 5 Herſont! The one full of Alſurdity, Contradiction, 


* . . Superſtition, Foppery, and Idolatry; the other full 
8 = 8 29 5 Of Blood, Rapine, Violence, Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, 
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Miſchiefs would not have terminated with -* 
one Age, but have run on from one to anor .. 
ther! Nay, we had not only been enſlaved © 
to our Rulers' and Prieſts at Home, but o 
others abroad too! So that we ſhould have loſt 
all the Independency of our State, and that both 
in Ecclefiaſtical Matters, and in Civil too! And 
we had come under the Juriſdiction both | 
Rome and France! In one word, we ſhould 


have loſt, irrecoverably loſt, all the Advan- +3 . 
tages of our happy Conftiturion, which is cer 
tainly the beſt in the World. We had loſt 


all the Credit, Trade, Wealth and Influence that 
we now enjoy. This melancholy Proſpect 
was there before us! And who that thinks 
ſeriouſly of it, and that has any love to his 
King and Country, to his Religion, Laws and 
Liberties, to his Relations, to himſelf, can for- 
bear to cry out, Bleſſed be the Lord, that did 
not give us a Prey to their Teeth, whoſe Math was 


thoſe which we commemorate this Day, and 


ſome ſince. And becauſe theſe lat are the 
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freſheſt in our Memories, and ſo like to affect 


and ſuch the Defeat of the Rebellion in the Reign 1 8 
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Jo Cruel, and whoſe Defigns u were Jo Inhumane and. — 
eee 2 45 2 
And to theſe we may add other Deliwverar © © 
ces that God has wrought for us; ſome before 


the more ſenſibly, I would particularly faſten. 
upon them. Such then was the Diſcovery be 
Halſination Plot in King WII LIAM'I Reign: 

ſuch the Defeat of the Invaſion of the Pretender "4 
into Scotland in the Reign of the late QUBEN; ©. 
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5 f. bur * prefont e Eng Diva: ITT hou 
ny God long preſerve. ' And to theſe T add tod, 
N his ſeaſonable Acceſſion to the Throne of theſe 
15 4 4 5 Nealms, which delivered us from all t 
Rears that at that time beſet us. And 1 
i {do I don't go too far here. My Zeal for my 
Ku 4 preſent Sovereign ſhall never carry me ſo far as 
do inſult over, or affront the Aſhes of the late 
8 Q. She is where the Weary are at Res? 
And that Re Tl never diſturb. And I blame 
thoſe that do. But the Miſmanagements of the 
.*F. latter Part of her Reign, which have been 
laid open before the World, by the Authority 
" © of Parliament, and which were owing to the 
©... Ts 3 corrupt Miniſtry that ſurely ever Prince 
. 7. had; brought us, it is notorious and undenia- 
r ble, into the utmoſt Dan from which 
' 4 FKRingGerorce's Acceſſion to the Throne ſet us 
1 free. But let thus much ſanze tor our Deli 
| verancer. 
„ Let us ſas 2. What has 39 the Hen 
" OE: - -— made for them? And is there not too much 
5 3 to go on with the Account of the 
ext, and to ſay here, that we have provoked 
ro | -. + God by our Counſel? Has not God's Goodneſs 
deen abuſed, his Authority deſpiſed, his Name, 
bis Day, and his Sacraments, profaned, his J 
RE RS. defied, his Religion and Laws trampled under 
Dot, by too many among us? Have we not 
Per at nought his Counſel, and ſet up our own in 
4:  . oppoſition to it? What elſe, I pray, is all 
„ Immorality, Debauchery, Swearimg, Curfing, 
. | - 1 W 4 What, I ſay, is this leſs than ſetting 
„ bt * Bp: our oon Counſel i 1n en to his? And 
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National, T fear this has been ſo. " And have ; | ; 125 , 
not all Meaſures to put a ſtop to theſe 


feated, nay, perfectly brow-beaten and miſ - 
repreſented ? It is a ſad Thought, Sr, that 


Thi ” by The Society for Reformation been e-. 
x MR; : 


we have not been reformed by our Deliverdnces.  * 
But they have left us as bad as they found 


us, if not worſe, as I fear they have. And 
that notwithſtanding all our Vows made in the 
Day of our Danger. Which is a Circum- 
ſtance that adds Perjury to our Ingratitude, 
and ſo inflames the Reckoning to a very great 
degree. We promiſed extraordinary Things 
in the Day of our Danger, but forgot em 
in that of our Deliverance. Nay, we have 
not only xot improved our Deliverances, none 

of us as we ſhould have done, but too many 
among us have {efſened em too, nay, abſolute- 
ly denied em to be Deliverances, and would raſe 


the very Days of them, if they could, out of 


our Kalendar. They have refuſed to obſerve 
them themſelves, and have been enraged at 
thoſe that have. And even thoſe that have ob- 
ſerved the Days by . way of Rejoicing aud 
Thanksgiving, have done it, many of them, 
rather from a Principle of Party than any 
thing elſe, and have feaſted on theſe Days, 
as others have faſted on others, out of Strife, 
and Debate. And all their Thanksgiving has end- 
ed with the Days, and has been rather ozt-. 

ward than inward, and Civil than Religious In 


ſhort, there have been Days. of Thanksgiving, © _ © 


but not Lives. And is not there at this very 
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time as Vile, as Wicked, as Looſe, as Profligate, 
as Perverſe, as I-natur” d, as Lying, as Malig- 
nant, as Inveterate, as Perſecuting, as Enplacae; 
as Popiſh, as Devil, iſh, a Spirit, among too ma- 
ny, as ever was known in any Age and Na- 
tion whatſoever ? Ant are not all Attempts 

zo bring 1s to Temper, to reſtore the Reverence 
due to the Divine Authority, particularly in the 
Affairs of Religion; and all Attempts to make 
us in Love with our Religion, and our. Laws, 
and to eftabliſh us in the Noble Principles of 
the Reformation and Rovolution ; have not all 
ſuch Artempts, I fay, met with a hard 
Fate, to ſay the leaſt of it, and rather ex- 
aſperated than 'healed us ? 1 refer here par- 
ticularly, as I ſuppoſe you will imagine, 
to the preſent depending Controverſy be- 
tween the Biſhop of Bangor and his Ad- 
werſaries, And this will come in to be 
mentioned very ſeaſonably at this Time, 
becauſe the Principles, both in Religion and- 
Politicks, that the Good Biſbop advances, and 
they oppoſe, are ſuch as this Day bears 
Teſtimony to in both the Deliuerances of 
it. And without which, we could never 
have had em, at all, or been any thing 
the bettet for em if we had. And I can't 
ſee how any of his Adverſaries can, upon 
their Principles, obſerve this as a Day of 
Thanksgiving. And I dont wonder that 
ſome of them do not do it. 
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"ag is not. al this now. ery. Keen 
20 God? Can it be any otherwiſe ? 2 
he be no more than an Uuconcern d. 4 
zor in ſuch a, Caſe? Who can ſuppoſe this . 
of an Holy and Righteous $06 ? "M 4 wn 
it be ſtrange, if 1 tk 


'In the Third and La? Place, » We butt | 
be rte Lou for. our. DI Wen 3 


If as we wes made our ſelyes too like 
the Jews in Sin, God ſhould do ſo. in Ruin 
too? I pray God avert this, if it be his 
Blefled Will; but there is too much Rea- 
ſon to fear it, and that notwithſtanding 
our pai? Deliver aucet, and our preſent Pro- 
ſperity. I never pretended to Propheſie in 
my liſe, and therefore would not begin 
now. But if we may gueſs at Efedts by.. 
Cauſes, Natural or Moral, as ſurely we may, 
we ſeem to be pulling down. Vengeance 
on our Heads apace: and nothing at 
Miracle of Mercy and Power can prevent 
it. And if ever the Wrath of God ſhould. 
overtake us, which I pray God it may. 
not, we ſhould be reduced very Low, 
Lower, I fear, if POR, than .the e 


themſelves. 


In thort, God has 8-2” gun, 00" Tt” on 
to this Time, with Mercy and Kindneſs; . 


but how he will end, he wy knows. We 
mare 
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have no Leaſe of our - Proſperity, And if 
that keeps pace with our Religion, as it 
did in Fact with the Few Nation, ane 
| uſually does with other Nations, or hows 
* ever reaſonably may, we may fear it is 
going away as faſt as can be, for our 
Religion ſeems to be ſo. God has it in 
* his Power to lay us waſte, and we are 
|: provoking him to it apace. And to pre- 
ſume upon future Deliverances, on the Score 
of pas? ones, is altogether groundleſs, as 
- have obſerved from the Inſtance of the 
Text. 


What remains then, but that we bethink je 
ourſelves what we are doing, and where | 
we are going, before it be too late; and 
by an early Repentance and Reformation pre- 
vent our Deſtruction. Let each reform him- 
ſelf, and every one help forward the Re- 
formation of his Neighbour. Each weep 
for his own Sins, and for the Sins of others. 
And let U, my Brethren, in particular, 
make this or Study and our Endeavour. 
When others follow their -own Counſels, let 
us follow God's. And ſo take care of our 
| ſelves, whatever they do of themſelves. That 
if the Day of God's Math ſhould come, we 
may be hid in it. Or if we ſhould ſuffer in 
f the Univerſal Wreck and Ruin (as ſome good 
Men among the Jews did in the Babyloniſb 
Captivity, and the Perſecution of Antiochus) 1 
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God, be Glory and Praiſe 


r ever and ever. Amen. 
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INCE the Preaching of this Sermon, 
there has been an Additional Beauty and 
Glory to the Reign of our preſent Sovereign, 
equal, if not ſuperior, to the many that this 
Nation has been before bleſſed with, Which, 

becauſe it helps to ſet off the Deliverances of 
this Day, it may be very ſeaſonable to men- 
tion here. And becauſe my Printer has, by 
a Miſtake, left me 2 Page or two vacant, 
J don't ſee how I can fill em up better, than 
by a few Remarks upon it. What I refer to 

18 25 MAI ESTV mot Gracious Anſwer to 
the late Petition of the Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men o: the City of London, It runs thus: 


5 am fuly ne funde of your Ahection to Me 
aud My Government. And 1 take this Applica- 
tion kindly, as it is a Mark of your Trust and 
Confidence in Me, I ſhall be glad, not only for 
your Sakes, but My Own, if any Defefts, which. 
way Crs the Rights of my good Subjetts, are 
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diſcovered in My Time. Since that will furniſh 


Me with the Means of giving jou, and all My 
F 


People, an indiſpenſible Proof of My Tenderneſs 
for their Privileges, and how wrwilling I ſhall ever 


be to take Advantage of their Miſtakes. 


Nov it's certain we had never heard ſuch 


Language as this from the Throne, if it had 
not Been for the Deliverancts of this Day; the 
Lat of em particularly. Our Ears would 
have rung of Forfeitures upon every little De- 


fe in Law: How Trivial, Infignificant, and 
Non-Eſfſential, ſo ever it had been. I trem 
ble to think what Work the late King James 
would have made, had any ſuch thing fallen 


out in his Reign. And what a ſpecious Pre- 
tence and Handle this wonld have given him, 
to have taken away moſt of the Charters in 
England. We ſee here the Picture of a Good 
Prince drawn to the Life. And if any thing 


will endear him to his Subjects, ſure this will. 


But ſuch is his Misfortune, that nothing will 
pleaſe ſome People: Who are always out of 
Humour when their own pernicious Schemes are 
out of Countenance, and they themſelves out 


of Places. And all this out of a ſtrange kind 
\ of Zeal for they know not what, and they 
know not whom. Oh when will the Britiſb 


irit ſhine in them and their Families, and 
Engliſh Liberty come into Credit among them! 
How do they court Chains and Slavery, as if 


. they could neyer come too ſoon! See here, 


Britains! the Glorious Legacy that the Great 
| King 
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King WII IIA, of ever Bleſſed Memory, 


left you. But why do I ſay, & ever Blefſed 


Memory, as if he were utterly dead and gone, 
Whereas. he is only ſo in a Natural Senſe ; 
and he will always live in a Legal one as 
long as we have King GEO ROE, and his 


Iluſtrious Houſe to Reign over us. And I 


hope that will be as long as we are a Na- 


tion; I am ſure it will be as long as we 


are an Happy One. What mighty Hopes and 
Expectations may we not form from a Prince 
that Governs by Kindneſs and Clemency, as 
himſelf is governed by Conſcience, . Honour, and 
Religion, and not by any of the baſe Luſts of 


Tranny, Ambition, and Pride! And what 


pity is it that he meets with any Di 


5 culties, when all his Study is, not Perſonal 
. Grandeur, but Publick Good. Foreign Princes 
court his Favour, ſtand to his Arbitration, and 


dread his Arms: And he is the Delight of 
ſome, as he is the Terror and Dread of others. 
It is only at Home, with ſhame be it ſpo- 
ken, that he is not walued, and reverenced, 
and confided in, as he ſhould be. And I am 
ſorry that there are any of my own Nation 
that I am obliged to thus accuſe. Would to 
God there were no Reaſon for it! And 
may their Number 'leflen every.Day. And 
ſince this may be done by the gentle Me- 
thods of Conviction and Evidence, as well as 


Royal Mercy, I beg they would give in to 


'em: and not make the BESFTH of KINGS 


Uneaſy, and themſelves the Marks of Ae 
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